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his share in the work; and all three have laid the
foundations of a little Church, which our Lord will
bless if it please him.1

Monsieur the Abbe de la Magdelaine, Chanter of
the Sainte Chappellea at Paris,—impelled by a truly
Christian zeal, and wishing to cooperate in the con-
version of the Savages,—gave to these good Fathers
the means to build a residence on the Bay des Cha-
leurs, at the Port of Nipigigwi,3 where he has, with
Messieurs of the Company of Miskou, greatly assisted
them. Before that abode was ready, the Fathers
chose to live there, in order to assist the Savages who
usually retire to that place. The snows not being
deep enough, during the Winter of the year 1644,
to obstruct the wild beasts, a part of those poor peo-
ple were dying of hunger. Three cabins, composed
of twenty-five persons, came to throw themselves
into the arms of the Fathers, who found it necessary
to save, from their little store, provisions wherewith
to relieve the hunger of so many people. They
have since then erected little houses [267] in the
French fashion, in order to lodge some families who
have been instructed and baptized through their care
and diligence. It seems that our Lord chooses to
treat these poor tribes in a milder manner than those
of the upper nations; for not only have they not
fallen into any affliction since they have received the
Faith, but, on the contrary, you would say that they
are blessed of Heaven and earth. Their success in
the chase and their health have increased, they say,
since their conversion,—so that even the Pagans
have been astonished, and several have asked for
baptism this year; but we have contented ourselves
with granting it to five families, who have increased


